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Running list for 
tonight

1. Gas market update (Sue) 

2. What’s been happening at the 

Hearings (Sal, Neil)

3. Gas free network: Gas Substitution 

roadmap (Neil)

4. Actions you can take (Sue and Robert)

5. Presenting at the Hearings (Tony)

6. Questions

If you aren’t presenting to the 
Inquiry Panel - you should be able 
to leave around 7:30.  The last 
30mins is a chance to ask questions 
about presenting to the Inquiry 
panel. 



Strong community 
response

+ 4000 petition signatures

+ 2000 individual submissions to the EES

~ 150 community presentations to the EES

+ 200 coreflutes signs up around Geelong

+ 10,000 flyers and printed material distributed

+ 70,000 ‘reach’ on Facebook



Energy market update — 
why we have enough gas





Bars above the line 
indicate that more 
gas was flowing to 
Queensland (north) 
than South during 
the last three 
quarters

Graph from the Australian 
Energy Regulator
AER gas weekly report - 8 
– 14 May 2022_0.pdf

https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/AER%20gas%20weekly%20report%20-%208%20%E2%80%93%2014%20May%202022_0.pdf
https://www.aer.gov.au/system/files/AER%20gas%20weekly%20report%20-%208%20%E2%80%93%2014%20May%202022_0.pdf


“The LNG producers expect to take more gas out of the 
domestic market than they expect to supply in 2022… 
“While the LNG producers forecast to supply 160 PJ into 
the domestic market, they expect to withdraw 27 PJ more 
from the domestic market with 187 PJ of third party 
purchases,” 

— Australian Competition & Consumer Commission (ACCC)



There is no gas shortage in Australia; the country exports 
most of its gas and is the fifth-largest gas exporter in the 
world. Four companies — BHP-Exxon, Shell, Santos and 
Origin — are making multi-billion dollar profits from its 
export.

“It’s a tired old neo-liberal mantra, a false narrative peddled 
by gas lobby toadies in the financial press, because there is 
no ‘market’ only a cartel of four powerful gas producers 
holding a nation to ransom.”



What’s been happening at the 
hearings

All documents and recordings of expert witnesses at the Hearings can be found on 
https://engage.vic.gov.au/viva-gas-terminal-IAC

https://engage.vic.gov.au/viva-gas-terminal-IAC


The EPA has concerns about :

1. Noise impacts (cumulative impact on top of 
existing Refinery noise) have not been 
assessed

2. Whether Scope 3 GHG emissions should be 
considered within the control of Viva/not 
(undecided)

3. Cool water releases from the FSRU into 
Corio Bay & possible  entrainment of 
plankton in the intake to the FSRU.

4. Dredging should not be allowed in 
Spring-Summer to protect seagrasses.

…“the Proponent appears to have prioritised 

operational flexibility over the mitigation of 
impacts or minimisation of risks. While EPA 

recognises the Proponent’s desire to deliver a 

Project which answers market demand, it 

considers operational parameters should be set 

on the basis of minimisation of risk rather than 

maximisation of flexibility.”...

Ref: EPA Submission (Tabled Document No. 217 )

EPA’s concerns



GeelongPort want to build a 

hydrogen import terminal in the 

same location as Viva’s proposed 

gas terminal.

Loss of opportunity for new green 

industry for Geelong. 

Geelong Port hasn’t given Viva 

approval to proceed with its project.

GeelongPort’s concerns

Figure 2-4 : Illustration of ammonia berth at Refinery Pier for GeelongPort 
Hydrogen Hub (Martin Mannion’s expert witness report)



1. The new berth is too close to the 
existing berth (only 100m 
separation).

2. A complete navigational simulation 
has not been carried out at the pier 
nor throughout the channel. 

3. There is no mooring study to prove 
that the FSRU and LNGC can be safely 
moored in extreme weather.

4. The unloading of the gas from the 
LNG carriers to the FSRU is omitted 
from the safety risks and hazards 
analysis.

GeelongPort’s concerns



1. Lack of consideration of major accident 
events. EES ignores events on the LNG carrier, 
loss of mooring, extreme weather etc.

2. Navigation and marine risk for the LNG 
carrier along the channel from Port Philip 
Heads haven’t been discussed/analysed

3. Insufficient input and involvement from 
stakeholders to identify hazards and minimise 
risk

4. Risk assessment has not included events at 
other berths/adjacent MHFs.

5. Risk scenarios are optimistic only focusing on 
the FSRU and pier and not the LNG carrier.

6. Lack of description of the emergency 
response after an incident.

7. There is a lack of detail re risk mitigation 
outlined in the Environmental Management 
Framework.

GeelongPort’s concerns



1. Explosion in over pressurized 
pipes that transfer LNG from 
storage tank to the dock.

2. LNG Vapour cloud ignited
3. 90 day shut-down of the plant 

to find cause & address it.
4. LNG prices to rise further as a 

result of shortage.
5. Cause uncertain, Russian cyber 

attack considered 

Recent incident at an LNG 
facility in the USA



● Sea grasses are important because they;
● stabilise sediments and improve water 

quality
● reduce coastal erosion
● provide nursery habitats and refuge for 

key fish species, and
● support algae and invertebrates that 

provide food for other species.

When the stabilising roots of seagrass are 
lost, the result is increased turbidity and 
reduced water clarity. Increased turbidity 
then kills more seagrass and this process 
continues in a vicious cycle.

Marine environment damage - Sea grasses



1. The cumulative effect of turbidity 
(sediment) has been ignored, i.e. all of the 
additional ships, currents, tides, winds are 
not being factored in.  Only considering 
tugs and construction.  Turbidity blocks 
sunlight to sea grasses

2. Viva have readings that show ‘low’ levels of 
toxicity, however even low levels have been 
found to affect flat head, in studies done in 
Port Phillip Bay

3. Just because industry over 100s of years 
has impacted the bay, doesn’t mean that we 
should continue to allow this with new 
projects. 

Marine environment damage



Key messages

● Higher the emissions, the worse Victoria’s 
climate risks

● Delaying or slowing the energy transition also 
increase climate risks

● Victorian Government has already committed 
to reducing gas consumption

● There are inconsistencies with “Sustainability 
is at the core of Viva Energy’s Business 
Principles”

“Beyond projects already committed as of 2021, 

there are no new oil and gas fields approved for 
development in our pathway, and no new coal 
mines or mine extensions are required. The 

unwavering policy focus on climate change in the 

net zero pathway results in a sharp decline in 
fossil fuel demand …”

Clean energy transition and reducing climate risks

International Energy Agency, 2021

https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050


Higher the emissions, the worse Victoria’s climate risks

https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/victorias-changing-climate 

https://www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/victorias-changing-climate


Viva projects gas demand increasing from mid-2020s

Inconsistent with the Victorian Government’s projections

If realised this could put Geelong and Victoria’s emissions 
reduction targets out of reach

Further concerns from

● Not including transport emissions in sourcing LNG, which would not 
exist without the project

● Heavy reliance on offsets which have efficacy and legitimacy 
concerns

●  LNG process consumes more than 9% of gas
●  Leaks will potentially underestimate methane emissions
●  Estimated that 12% childhood asthma is associated with indoor gas 

use
●  Volatile and high gas prices continuing

Delaying or slowing the energy transition also increase climate risks

Viva Energy and EnergyQuest, 2021 (with overall demand shown by red line)

https://www.vivaenergy.com.au/ArticleDocuments/1193/VE%20GTP_Att%20I_Energy%20demand%20and%20market%20statement_exhibition.pdf.aspx


The Gas Substitution Roadmap (GSR) - Victorian 
Government's plan to decarbonise the gas sector

More than 60% of Victoria’s gas used is for space 
heating, cooking and for hot water and only 8.5% 
for electricity generation

Significant cost and emissions savings for 
households in shifting from gas to all electric

Additional gains through supporting energy 
efficiencies and gas demand reduction

Planning and plumbing regulations updated to stop 
mandatory gas connections to new homes & 
businesses 

Victorian government has already committed to reducing gas 
consumption

Victorian Government GSR, 2022



Challenging “Sustainability is at the core of Viva Energy’s Business Principles”

Sustainability Claim Comment
“In the coming decades, Australia’s 
economy needs to shift to a lower 
carbon intensity.” (p15-6)

Actual carbon emissions (not carbon intensity) 
must be significantly reduced within this decade. 
Unfortunately, Viva’s aim to lower carbon intensity 
can be achieved while increasing their overall 
emissions but decreasing their intensity.

“...This would provide reliable and 
affordable energy, … while 
acknowledging the need to transition 
away from fossil fuels in the 
long-term.” (p15-9)

The transition away from fossil fuels is needed 
urgently with large emissions reductions required 
this decade. 

“The company supports the objectives of 
the Paris Agreement on climate change 
and Australia’s commitment to it ...” 
(p15-6)

Signatories of the Paris Agreement have committed 
to keeping global warming ‘well below 2°C’, which 
requires emissions reductions of at least 50% by 
2030. Viva is not committed to reductions anywhere 
close to these targets.

Reference : Viva Energy Environmental Effects Statement (EES), March 2022, Ch 15



… Challenging “Sustainability is at the core of Viva Energy’s Business Principles”

Sustainability Claim Comment
Viva “supports the policies and action 
that will help Australia meet its emissions 
reduction commitments.” (p15-6)

Viva’s reductions ambitions are not aligned with 
any of our national, state and city-wide targets. 

“Sustainable procurement ensures that ESG 
considerations are addressed within the 
supply chain, but also aims to identify and 
maximise potential sustainability benefits 
through responsible purchasing.” (p15-14)

Viva’s project will see LNG transported over long 
distances and without taking accountability for 
the very high carbon emissions associated with 
this transport.

“Viva Energy’s annual sustainability 
reporting aligns with the Global Reporting 
Initiative Standards …” (p15-4)

Transitioning to a low-carbon economy requires 
organisations to set emissions targets that are 
consistent with the goal of limiting global warming 
to well below 2°C under the Paris Agreement. This 
requires emissions reductions by 2030 and Viva is 
not committed to these.

Reference : Viva Energy Environmental Effects Statement (EES), March 2022, Ch 15



Viva supplied information estimates the following 
emissions impacts

• Including only transportation emissions, total 
operational emissions increase to 230,000t 
CO2e for domestic supply, and 618,000t CO

2
e 

for international supply

• Through excluding these emissions, 72% to 
89% of project emissions are eliminated from 
consideration and control

• Incorporating extraction emissions, up to 96% 
of anticipated emissions associated with this 
Project are being excluded from consideration

Emissions impacts (Ironbark Sustainability, 2022)



Gas-free network updates



Gas Substitution Roadmap





Positive news stories



Actions you can take



● Different to the petition on our website

● Directly lodged with the Victorian 

Parliament

● ‘Sponsored’ by Andy Meddick MP who is 

a supporter of the campaign 

● At the conclusion of the petition, Andy is 

granted an opportunity to speak on the 

petition in Parliament - need to take 

advantage of this opportunity and make 

sure we have lots of signatures

New petition - with the Victorian Parliament



We want to get 2000 petition signatures before 

the 1st of September (when the petition closes) 

Can you help us acheive our goal? 

- Pickup a printed petition list and take it to 

your neighbours, workplace and family 

gatherings.   
- Scan and email it to us or email us we can 

tell you where you can drop it off / post it to. 

info@geelongrenewablesnotgas.org

- Share the electronic petition via social 

media or email

New petition - with the Victorian Parliament

+2000
signatures by 

the 1st of 
September



Sign now! Download and print



Will start turning our attention towards this in the 

coming weeks.  

We don’t think that Victorian MPs (apart from 

those in the seats of Corio and Geelong) are aware 

of the proposal.  We need to raise awareness with 

all of them - to ensure that they are talking 

internally to the Planning Minister - telling them 

that their constituents don’t want it approved. 

Letter writing to politicians



Presenting to the hearing



“Despite the unlevel playing field, volunteers will 
be listened to and can make a big impact.”

“...impressed by the panel's attention, interest 
and questions”

● The panel were attentive, respectful and 

inquisitive. 

● They are keen to understand what aspects 

of the proposal the community objects to, 

and what impact it will have on the 

community. 

What we found from our presentation



● The session will be in-progress when you 

login. 

● When your slot comes up, you will be 

identified by the panel and a request will 

come through to make you a panelist. This 

will enable the panel to see and hear you. 

● Make sure you login 15 minutes earlier than 

your allotted time as the schedule does 

change

What to expect when you login



MOTIVATION

What motivated you 
to write a submission 
and present at the 
hearing? Your 
personal connection 
to the terminal. 

CONCERNS

What do you know 
about the terminal 
and what parts of it 
concern you?

REQUEST

What is your request 
of the panel - what 
do you want the IAC 
to consider when 
they are preparing 
their report for the 
Planning Minister?

Formula for a presentation



MOTIVATION

What motivated you 
to write a submission 
and present at the 
hearing? 

● Are you a local resident? 
● Do you use the area affected?
● Are you concerned for your friends and family?

What should you 
say?



CONCERNS

What do you know 
about the terminal 
and what parts of it 
concern you?

● Marine damage, climate change impacts, safety, 
amenity and access to the bay. All of the things 
that we have discussed today

● Read the detailed pages on our website
● Watch our presentation to the panel last Friday
● Watch the speeches at our recent rally
● Read the EES FAQ page on our website

What should you 
say?



REQUEST

What is your request 
of the panel - what 
do you want the IAC 
to consider when 
they are preparing 
their report for the 
Planning Minister?

● Call on them to recommend that the potential 
harms outweight the benefits, and that the 
Minister should reject the terminal. 

What should you 
say?



COMMON 
CONCERNS

Will my presentation be cross-examined?
No, you are not an expert, and as such you will not be 
cross-examined.  The Inquiry and Advisory 
Committee  might ask you to explain further or 
clarify something if they find it particularly relevant 
or interesting. 

Do I have to be an expert?
No, the IAC is interested in hearing from community 
members and how the proposal affects you, your life, 
profession, hobbies, family and friends. 

What should you 
say?



Viva Energy counsel Stuart Morris said it was “unlikely” the 
country could make a  “significant” contribution to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions unless “the people of Australia are 
brought along in that mission”...

Let’s remind Viva - that the people of Australia are much further 
ahead on emissions reduction than Viva is, and that we are 
prepared to take action when companies propose projects that are 
against what the science is telling us. Fossil fuels must stay in the 
ground.



Questions!



Thanks for coming and good luck!


